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Jack and Kie
Hirsch, below,
outside thelr

with their son
Levi and their
Great Dane
Lou. They
made three
music-themed
bids to appeal
to the prior
owners, whose
music
collection,
below, led
them to believe
they were also
music fans.
Turns out they
were right.

Buyers
Get Creative
With_Bids

These couples went the extra mile to convince
sellers in a hot market that they deserved
to be the new owner

By KarszRINg CLARKE

fter a year of search-
ing for a home in
Oakland, Calif,, for
their growing family,
technology executive
Jack Hirsch and his wife Kie
Hirsch found the perfect place in
November—a charming 1930s
Spanish Colonial Revival-style
three-bedroom in a family-
friendly neighborhood in the city's
foothills. But there was one prob-
lem: Like many U.S. home buyers
in 2020, they had a lot of compe-
tition.

In a bid to make their offer
stand out in the midst of a three-
way bidding war, Ms. Hirsch lev-
eraged her extensive knowledge of
rock music.

Ms. Hirsch was convinced that
the sellers were rock music fans,
too. During tours of the property,
she saw vinyl records by the
B-52s, Neil Young and U2, a set of
bongo drums, a guitar and a key-
board. They displayed a shadow
box filled with old concert tickets.

1ST OFFER

$1,450,138

Refers to “We Are 138 the 1978
punk rack song by The Misfits

2ND OFFER

$1,471,979

Invokes the song “1979" by
The Smashing Pumpkins

FINAL ACCEPTED OFFER

 $1,486,753.09

A nod to the 1981 song
: "867-5309/Jenny” by Tommy Tutone

She saw an A

For their first offer, the
Hirsches submitted a bid of
$1,450,138 exactly. While it
seemed, especially to their mort-
gage broker, like an oddly specific
number, the 138 at the end was a
Teference to the 1978 song “We
Are 138" by the punk rock band

Please turn to page M4




They Found the Simple Life
Isn’t So Simple

As urbanites escape the city to country estates, they are learning
that getting away from it all comes with its own set of challenges

By BETH LANDMAN

STEPHANIE TRUNZO USED to jet
around America as global vice
president at Oracle from her base
in a 6,800-square-foot Raleigh,
N.C., house. These days, she can be
found watching alligators snack on

seafood from the back porch of
her three-bedroom, three-bath-
room Daufuskie Island, S.C., home,
where she retreated with her hus-
band, Ryan Malynn, and daughter
to ride out the pandemic.

“We looked at is as a bunker, a
bubble away from fear,” said Ms.
Trunzo, 43. She and her husband,
43, purchased the $920,000 home
a year ago. “It’s as if we've re-
turned to childhood and are play-
ing outside. We are like Davy
Crockett off exploring in the wil-
derness.”

Ms. Trunzo and Mr. Malynn are
far from alone in their newfound
appreciation for a more basic life.
From New York to San Francisco,
urbanites have escaped to bucolic
second homes and found a deeper

connection to the nature that sur-
rounds them. While some might
miss the culture and socializing of
their past lives, others have devel-
oped a sort of reverse snobbery,
Pleaseturntopage M6

chase Price: $920,00
Daufuskie Isk
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A

The living room of Stephanie
Trunzo’s house, above. Ms. Trunzo,
husband Ryan Malynn, and their
daughter Adelaide walk the beach.
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Purchase price: $2.4 millan

mare. he & tang on adeithonal projects, which haee Deen sham going Thanks 10 s Treqeent bedr Breaks

Simple Life
Not Simple

Contoead from sage M/
celebrating their inmer Mhcks,
switching ep their Foeschen foe
Ford Broomces and expeessing pity
for wretches wio hrethe foaler
iz They tabe peide in thair
chicken coops, check i with thelr
landscapers xa & thoy were stock
brokers, and Rave that same
wleam iz their eywo that Eddie Ar
neld had s he traded in Ris suit
far oweralls in the TV show
“Green Acrer”

In Raleigh, Ms, Truszo and Mr
Malyra paid dor Cheir daughters
heoewe 1o be groamed, bat now the
13-yenr-old is macking ost the
stables hersdl. Ma. Tramo, who
dized osx almest nightly, has been
catching disner from e Calis
begue Soard.

Facently dorced Losls Holfer,
57, Ras taban on the reles of
phareber, garderer and carpeoner
sincw relocaling from Seattle. To
Boe Covid, Be docenped 1o the
$24 milbon, three-bed, three-bath
vacation conds in San Valley,
Wdaho. that he purchased s 2007
and sdded on to in 2004, He is 1o
deing s deck and hatheoons gad
tryng to Soedscape.

“These are the thangs saboos-
tractors are for Bt you can caly
deo 30 muck hking and bbing, sad
since Gete & no symphony o
Dabet, I thought | would take
these thizgs ca,' sald Mr. Holfer.

He sanded and Nnished the
porch but miscakulated Che dry-
g process, so it rersained iaber
minably wet and sticky. The dath-
room projec! wert mare smocthly

He dhanged e shower heads, re-
moved the taiety dad invtalied
Tore bdets

“Tve enpayed delng this bat 'm
pretty inefficant bacwase | op
for a cold beer every hour” he
ssd.

Dan Gaabry, widower of Slvatyle
gurs Barbara Srelth, who, aloag
with kis wife, ran the 8. Seeith
brand, has tumed s back o0 s
glancecis Mazshattan Matyl in
faver of chopping firewood o= hi
East Bampton, NY., property.

Mr. Gasty 64, fiest bought the
madern seven-bedroamn, Gi-bath
propetty, now valaed af over $5
milica, in 2007, After the pan
derelc ke moved there fall time,
Mo Bn to roan the 10 scres, oz
which he has created a dog run
for hix Yares Nalian mocd s and &
mde lozg joggizg path.

“1 %4 two pemhosses In Non-
hattas but § doe't miss £ be
sald “The last time T went back
Lo oaly thag [ could see ware
anbubnces sad people walking
aroand Bk the lvieg dead It
made trwe realive Sow lacky L am
0 be living o 2 place where | get
o soe dewr, harads and rabbite”

Encounters with wildife ares't
aways wandrous

“A b Black bese atw our dog
foed™ sald Ken Frydman, a 62-
N Py

Purchase price 513 milion
Fast Hamptan RY

Lodea Lowis Beught hee East Hamaton K.Y, hame in 1955 She her dasghter, Caristine Lowis,
ard grandchicren shellsred there during part of the pendemic

fror the clty's chae*

N, Holler peparted that ani-
raald were flecking mio Sen Vad
Jer's towm 80 dodpe the hunters.
*the oIk dre modeg with the
horses * be said "1 think they be
Berye they are dspuising them-
b

Edzabeth Marstan, 41, rele-
cated from Loodon, whete she
worked ca a peeject in Ui Bgyp
tology departoient at the British
Muneurs, to ber farily's $0-acre
wineyoed In Napa Valley She abas-
dosed the sarcophagi, moved mlo
ket twe bedrocen, two Sathrosm
cottage o0 the progerty and be-
gan working wits the grages and
Jearing 0o drtwe 2 tractor She
Jowed the bk and pong froggizg
it bue rieces and ophows, bat
when a rattesnake crossed her
pos, she woce less exthesiastic

1 haed 1o call 2 man who came
with his stick and bucket,” she
xaid. "1 never thought | weukd
hawe the snake gwy In oy Rede-

o°
-~ <. &t Hamptan, K.Y

&

Den Gasby naw chaga mezod an the % acre property of Ais seves- bed,
Gr9ath rome He moves hees Tl Sime feam NYC furing the pandemic

Saddy, sfter fove meath of liv
irgg with bee family, reakoing fig
Jare on Sunday moenings and go-

ing 1o e mas

ket with bher
-

PR ——

wern back %o Lomdon briefly after
the fire ard i now working re
motely from Prance.

Urban refugess are takmg pride
in warking the laad sad growing
their own food Ms. Marston salé

P Wy B T SN Y ST

Harrplon. After twa Serssts in ber
Mankactan office dudl ding con-
tracted Covad, M Lowis, wko
peefersed 20% 10 v her age,
moved to the 11-bad, mine-dath es-
late, wiich she parchased in 1995
for £33 milio, with ber Saaghter
Chrotins Lewis, 40, sd grand.
children to dhelter from the pan
Seamic. There, she attempied to
grow Ber ows prodece.

“My gardener quUE because he
cowdda't fird enosgh bedp, so we
docided to do it oursdwes,” said
Ms, Lewis, the widiow of diRioa-
aire mnltrepeereur Reginald Lewis

A stoen destroped madh of e
crop bul she hass't given ap.
Taough they returmed to the city
becase the children were called
back ta scheol, they will be plent
Iag agaln In the spoing

*It's weoderfud to watch seme
thing grow framm & seed,” she suud.

These hane also been big style
chargges Sor the new cosetry felk.
Ms. Lewts has left her usual day-
o of auits ot bae five-bedroom,

4 Bath Sth Aveszoe sparimant,
0 ber fauginier has been urgleg
ket 10 bey new togs.

T havve Jeans =0 why shouM |
buy rew jogpag pasts T she said
"1 grew up in a Third World coen
try [ am threny *

M= Haffer 2as dosated bis
sults to Goodwill traded in his
Rarge Rover for & 1995 Defender
ard travele to lowm on aa old be
cptde with 3 metad baskes. “T
saved a couple of Srocks Brothens
shires bt 1 get some stares when
1 wonr Usern, w0 ray Mansel and
LL Bexz collections are defizitely
prowng.” he s,

N Prydman ged Ma Bruder ;
may have Aanged Delr dally rou- 5
tirw, but she clisgs to sarse xarto- i
rial relics of ber city life.

“She nsists o0 wearieg her
Jimrey Choo flats oo our hikes md =
Prada slip-ons % garden.® he said,

Par mawt of these foemer slick.
ers, the neal expecience has been
trarsfoereative. Ms. Marsteo sad l
bet furily il robaild whet bas
been destroyed
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